
 

 

Lin, G. (2010). Ling & Ting: 

Not exactly the same. New 

York, NY: Hachette Book 
Group. 

Ling and Ting are twins. They 

have the same hair and eye 
color. But they are not exactly 

the same. How many ways are 

they different?   

🌟Tip: You’re young reader will 

feel like they are making 

progress with the six short 
stories that make up this book. 

 

Elya, S.M. (2014). Little roja 

riding hood. New York, NY: 

G.P. Putnam’s Sons.  

Little Roja must take a walk 

through the woods to her abue’s 

(grandmother’s)  house. What 

dangers will she face in the 
woods? 

🌟Tip: Use the rhymes and 

glossary to help your child read 
this cute children’s story filled 

with suspense! 

 
Dominguez, A. (2013). Maria 

had a little llama. New York, 

NY: Henry Holt and  Company. 
Maria is a little girl in Peru. 

What happens when her pet 

llama follows her to school?  

🌟Tip: Explore the Spanish 

language with your child as you 
read this book together in both 

English and Spanish.  

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Schmidt, G.D. (2012). Martin 

de Porres: The rose in the 

desert. Boston, MA: Clarion 
Books. 

Martin, a poor boy in Ecuador 

wants to join a monastery. What 
happens when Father Lorenzana 

judges his race and economic 

status but hears rumors that 
Martin can perform miracles?  

🌟Tip: Read this advanced book 

out loud to your child to help 
develop interest and vocabulary. 

 

Deedy, C.A. (2007). Martina 

the beautiful cockroach: A 

Cuban folktale. Atlanta, GA: 

Peachtree Publishers.  

At 21 days old, Martina is ready 

to choose a husband. But when 

everyone from all over Cuba 
asks for her leg in marriage, 

how will she ever decide on the 

right one? 

🌟Tip: Help your child predict 

what happens next by pointing 

out repetition and picture clues.  
 

Brown, P. (2014). My teacher is 

a monster! no I am not. New 
York, NY: Little, Brown and 

Company. 

Bobby doesn’t like school. 

Specifically, he doesn’t like his 

teacher. She’s a monster! And 
then one day Bobby runs into 

his teacher at the park! 

🌟Use this book with your child 

to spark a discussion about 

judging people without getting 

to know them.  
 

 

 

Bartoletti, S.C. (2011). Naamah 

and the ark at night. 

Somerville, MA: Candlewick 

Press. 
Many parents sing or read to 

their children at bedtime. It’s no 

different on Noah’s Ark. Here, 
Noah’s wife, Naamah, sings at 

night! 

🌟Tip: As you read this book 

with your child, point out and 

stress the rhyme and repetition 

to help your child predict what 
happens next.  

 

 

Medearis, A.S. (2000). Seven 

spools of thread: A Kwanzaa 

story. New York, NY: 

Scholastic Inc.  
Seven quarrelsome brothers are 

all alone after their parents die. 

Their father left them an 
inheritance if they can complete 

an impossible task. Will the 

brothers succeed?  

🌟Tip: Invite your beginning 

reader to study the pictures as 

you read and explain how they 
correspond to the story.  

 

 

 

Brown, M. (2013). Tito Puente: 

Mambo king. New York, NY: 

Harper Collins Children’s 

Books.  
The true life story of Tito 

Puente, a poor boy from Spanish 

Harlem who grew up to study at 
Juliard, win five Grammys, and 

become the Mambo King.  

🌟Tip: Animate this story by 

excitedly vocalizing the sounds 

of the music and tapping your 

feet to the rhythm of the 
mambo!  

 

Kang, A. (2014). You are (not) 

small. New York, NY: Two 

Lions 

Two creatures argue about who 
is big and who is small. What 

will it take to get both creatures 

to realize that size depends on 
what you compare it to? 

🌟Tip: Grab your child’s 

attention and bring the text to 
life by dramatizing the sound to 

match the illustrations.  

Notable Tales 

from Around the 

World 
A Resource List for Primary Age Children Grades 

K-2 

by: Michele Lefler 

 

Children’s Notables Lists are published 

annually by the American Library 

Association. These awards feature the best 

print, audio, and video titles for children. 

To see the current titles as well as past lists, 

please visit : 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notali

sts 

All clipart taken from www.mycutegraphics.com.  
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Thayer, E.L. (2000). Casey at the 

bat: A ballad of the republic sung 

in the year 1888. San Francisco, 

CA: Chronicle Books.  
Everyone knows that Casey is the 

only hope for Mudville to win the 

game. Will mighty Casey be able 
to live up to everyone’s 

expectations? 

🌟Tip: Animate your voice to 

stress the rhyme and rhythm of 

this classic poem as you read it to 

your child. 
 

Mora, P. (2005). Dona Flor: A 

tall tale about a giant woman 
with a great big heart. New York, 

NY: Alfred A. Knopf.  

Flor is so tall she can pluck stars 
from the sky. People make fun of 

her. Can she use her differences to 

help the people in her village? 

🌟Tip: Use this book to talk to 

your children about how everyone 

is different and how special our 
differences are.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Willems, M. (2012). Goldilocks 

and the three dinosaurs. New 

York, NY: Balzer & Bray. 

One little girl who refuses to listen 
and three conniving dinosaurs 

make for a hilarious tale. But it 

looks like Goldilocks may be 
smarter than she appears.  

🌟Tip: If you’re familiar with the 

original story, discuss the 
similarities and differences 

between the two with your child.  

 
Osborne, M.P. (2000). Kate and 

the beanstalk. New York, NY: 

Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers.  

Kate and her mother are very poor 

and near starving. She trades the 
family cow for a handful of magic 

beans. How will they ever survive 

now?  

🌟Tip: Help your child make 

predictions by digging deep and 

asking questions about what Kate 
will do next. 

 

 

 

Audiobooks 

Scieszka, J. The true story of the 3 

little pigs. Narrator: Paul Giamatti. 
[Playaway Audiobook]. Norwalk, 

CT: Weston Woods Studios, 2008. 

Length: 8 minutes.  

The Big Bad Wolf stalked and ate 

the three little pigs. Or did he? 

Have you heard his side of the 

story? There are always two sides 
to every story! 

🌟Tip: Read The Three Little Pigs 

with your child and then listen to 

this audiobook. Discuss the 
differences between the two and 

ask your child which one is right! 

 

 

Music Recording 

Songs from the Garden of Eden: 

Jewish lullabies and nursery 
rhymes. Montreal, Quebec: The 

Secret Mountain, 2009. Length: 53 

min. Format: CD.  

Join in for this resounding 

collection of holiday songs, 

lullabies, and rhymes sung in the 

original Arabic, Hebrew, Ladino, 
and Yiddish.  

🌟Tip: Learn a new language with 

your child as you decipher the 

original text with the 

transliteration and English 

translation.  

Software 

Animation-ish. Deadham, MA: 

FableVision Learning, 2008. 
Digital Download for Mac OS X 

10.4 or later and Windows 2000, 

XP, Vista, 7.  

Try your hand at animating your 

favorite story or even one you’ve 

written yourself. Learn stop-

motion animation as you illustrate 
your knowledge.  

Big Brain Academy Wii Degree. 

Redmond, WA: Nintendo, 2007. 

Wii.  

Are you smarter than a first 

grader? Find out in this fun game 

where each player can solve 

puzzles at his own difficulty level. 
Fun for the whole family.  

 

BookFlix. New York, NY: 

Scholastic, 2007. Online.  

Enjoy a video story and a related 

non-fiction e-book. Interactive e-

books allow young readers of all 

skill levels to enjoy learning new 
information. Demonstrate new 

learning with fun online games.  

Key skills phonics mastery, k-1. 
Hoffman Estates, IL: Sunburst, 
2006. CD-ROM for Mac OS 9.x, 

10.5 and Windows 2000, XP, 

Vista, 7.  

Build a reading foundation through 

fun and games with this highly 

interactive program that focuses on 

phonetic principles to build skills 

in emergent readers.  

Stevens, J. & Crummel, S.S. (2001). 

And the dish ran away with the 
spoon. San Diego, CA: Harcourt, 

Inc.  

When the nursery rhyme is read 

every night, Dish and Spoon run 
away. Every night they come back. 

But what happens when the duo 

doesn’t come back one night?  

🌟Tip: Read the prose and help your 

child sound out the corresponding 

rhymes in an effort to teach reading 

while helping to maintain interest 

with a more difficult text.  

Bolden, T. (2014). Beautiful 

moon: A child’s prayer. New 
York, NY: Abrams Books for 

Young Readers. 

A little boy wakes up during the 

night and gets out of bed to pray 
by the light of the moon.  

🌟Tip: Let your child enjoy the 

beautiful illustrations as you read 

the book aloud.  

Books 
 
Li-Qiong, Y. (2011). A new year’s 

reunion. Somerville, MA: 

Candlewick Press.  
Maomao spends three days with her 

father while he’s home for Chinese 

New Year. What special things will 
they do to celebrate? 

🌟Tip: Read this book with your 

child and discuss how Maomao 
must feel to only see her dad once a 

year.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
Graham, B. (2010). April and 

Esme: Tooth fairies. Somerville, 

MA: Candlewick Press. 

Two little fairies want to collect 

their first tooth. Can they convince 

their parents to let them go? Will 
they complete the mission? 

🌟Tip: Introduce this book with 

your child by discussing what s/he 
wants to do to show independence. 

 

 

 

 

 

Videos 

Taback, S. Joseph had a little overcoat. Narrator: Rob Reiner. [DVD]. 

Norwalk, CT: Weston Woods Studios, 2001. Length: 10 min.  

 

Joseph has a beautiful overcoat, but after many years it is old and warn. 

What can he do to make it new again?  

 

🌟Tip: Help your child pick up on the repetition and make predictions 

about what Joseph will do next.  


